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PASTOR JOHN GALLAGHER 

“the Joyful Fear of the Lord”  
(Psalm 112) 

"Praise the Lord! How joyful are those who fear the Lord and delight in obeying 

His commands." (Psalm 112:1) 
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If you want to join or know more 

please speak to  

Tara (0404 114382) 

THE JOYFUL FEAR OF GOD 
 
Fear is a common emotion that we all have in one form or another. It might be heights, 
insects, snakes, getting old or being rejected. The Bible has a lot to say about fear and 
one of the main things it tells us is that there are two types of fear. There is the fear of 
God and then there is the fear of everything else. This second kind of fear is about our 
desire to control the world around us. It’s the fear of losing what’s important to us,  
whether it be our job, our family, our reputation, our health, or our lives. It’s the fear of 
being taken out of our comfort zone. Sometimes that means hiding from what we fear in 
the hopes that it can’t find us. Other times it means trying to control every detail of our 
lives and tightly grasping the things that matter most to us. This kind of fear pulls us away 
from God. It paralyses us and controls our lives. It tells us that we are on our own and 
there is no one who cares to help us. It makes giants out of what we fear and thinks that 
God can’t beat them. When it comes to this kind of fear, the Bible says to abandon it. 
“Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Don’t be discouraged, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you. I will hold you up with my victorious right 
hand.” (Isaiah 41:10). 
 

The first fear I mentioned, the fear of God, is the one that we must have. This kind of fear 
is good. It stands up to all our other fears. It brings wisdom, joy, rest, and life. It is a holy 
fear — the fear of God.  

“Those who fear the Lord are secure; he will be a refuge for their  
children.” (Proverbs 14:26)  
 

“Fear of the Lord leads to life, bringing security and protection from 
harm.” (Proverbs 19:23) 

 

“How joyful are those who fear the Lord and delight in obeying his  
commands.” (Psalm 112:1) 

This kind of fear is to grasp the wonder of the gospel that a holy and righteous God would 
love us enough to take on flesh and enter into this world to rescue us from death. It is to 
be utterly blown away that, because of Jesus, we are children of God and can come 
freely before the throne of grace with complete confidence and without shame. It’s to see 
his work in our lives and be amazed at how much he loves, provides, and cares for 
us. The holy fear of God is not the fear of what God will do to me, but the fear of what I 
have done to Him. It urges us to run to God and trust him in the midst of the storms of 
life. It makes us stand in awe of his amazing grace. It helps us to let go of everything else 
and trust only in him. It motivates us to please Him. This year let’s grow our joyful fear of 
the Lord. Fill your life with His Word and promises. Strive to love what God loves and 
hate what he hates. Spend time with Him in daily Bible reading, worship and prayer. Be 
ruled by the fear of the Lord – the joyful fear that chases away all other fears. God bless, 
Pastor John. 

Church families this week are Gay Fitzpatrick and Trisha and Lloyd Fleischfresser. 

For Isaiah's induction this morning and for his new ministry at Glasshouse Baptist. 

For Uni Impact's Beach Mission in February.  

PRAYER & PRAISE POINTS 

UPSIDE DOWN TRUTHS FOR A VICTORIOUS CHRISTIAN LIFE  

AUSTRALIA DAY CELEBRATION We will be having an Australia Day party 

on the evening of Sunday 27th January (we can have a late night before the public 
holiday on Monday 28th). It will start at 4pm with fun and games for the whole family 
(including the jumping castle if we get enough kids coming). There will also be prizes 

for the best Aussie outfits. We will then cook up 
a BBQ at 6pm and then after dinner continue 
with our fun and games until 8.30pm. Everyone 
is invited to bring their favourite game and some 
snacks to share. Drinks and the BBQ will be sup-
plied. In order to help us in catering for the BBQ 
it would be appreciated if you could put your 
name down on the sheet in the foyer.  

This week we will start our New Year series of messages. Over the next five weeks  
we will be looking at some amazing truths hidden in the paradoxes of the Bible.  

The topics we will be looking at include -  

 
The Joyful Fear Of The Lord (Psalm 112),   

When We Choose To Go Down, God Lifts Us Up (Matt 23:11-12),  
The More We Give, The More We Receive (Luke 6:38, Acts 20:33-35),  

When We Are Weak, We Can Be Strong (2 Cor 12:7-10)  
and We Must Lose Our Life To Save It (Mark 8:31-38).  


