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A FATHER WHO CAME LOOKING 
 

In the film The Water Diviner, Russell Crowe portrays an Australian farmer, 
Joshua Connor, who goes looking for his three sons who went missing after the 
Gallipoli campaign in World War I. When Connor arrives at Gallipoli he is        
regarded as a nuisance by the British officials and ordered to leave. A Turkish 
officer, who was present at the battle, is the only one who takes Connor        
seriously. A most telling scene in the movie unfolds when the Turkish Major 
asks the British officer why he won't help Connor to search for his sons. The 
officer quips that he doesn’t hare the time to help every father find their missing 
children and asks the Major why he is so supportive of Connor. The Major      
replies, "Because he is a father who has sacrificed so much to actually come 
looking for his lost sons." 
 
John 3:16 is arguably the most famous verse in the Bible – “For God so loved 
the world that He gave His one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
Him will not perish but have eternal life.” It's a verse which boldly tells about 
God’s great love and His amazing grace. Motivated by His love and grace, God 
the most perfect Father of all, comes looking for everyone who is trapped in 
darkness and lost in sin (which is every single person). He begins this search by 
sending us a priceless gift in the form of Jesus Christ. Christmas is not a time of 
joy because of the cuteness of a new born baby, or the excitement of presents, 
or the gathering of family (although they are good reasons to be joyful). It's a 
time of celebration and praise because Jesus’ birth reminds us of how much we 
are loved and valued. It's the start of a rescue mission that came at an        
enormous cost to God. He knew that in order for Jesus to be our rescuer He 
also had to be pierced for our rebellion and crushed for our sins (Isaiah 53:4). 
Jesus came looking for us – to save those who couldn’t save themselves. He 
paid the price for our eternal freedom and joy. In return He asks that we        
surrender our lives to Him and declare Him to be our Saviour and Lord. That's 
the true joy of Christmas. I trust that in amongst all the festivities we enjoy      
during this time that we will take time to reflect on that and ensure that we give 
Him the glory, adoration and thanks that He truly deserves.  

God bless, Pastor John. 

 Pray for the Coolum Hearts as they prepare for, and host, the Christmas lunch next        
Saturday. 

 Pray for those travelling to see family - that they will not be impacted by Covid              
restrictions and that they will have a blessed time together. 

 Give thanks for all the blessings God gives us - families, gifts, food, homes, peace  and 
freedom that we will enjoy this Christmas. 

 Praise God for his unfailing and immeasurable love that He gives us. 

 Praise God for the salvation and eternal life that we can have because of Christ, the      
greatest gift the world has ever received. 

 Pray that the Holy Spirit will reveal the good news of the Gospel to those who have not 
yet repented and turned their hearts to Jesus.  

HOLIDAY BREAK  
During the school holidays our Sunday School, Kid's Ignite and Youth ministries will be 
taking a break. Our Wednesday morning Prayer Meeting will also stop for a few weeks a 
resume in the middle of January. 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE  
It's on this Friday, starting at 6pm at the church. Kids will receive a free gift bag and 
there will be a light supper served after the service. Everyone is welcome to come along. 
We also have some flyers on the foyer that you are welcome to take and put into      
letterboxes or to give to friends and family. THERE IS NO CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE.  
 

CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH  
Coolum Hearts are hosting a Christmas lunch in our church hall from 12pm to 2pm 
(doors open at 11.45am). If you are interested in attending then please contact them on 
email coolumhearts@gmail.com or call them on 0478 646 330. It is important they 
know numbers so they can cater for the lunch. There is a flyer in the foyer for those who 
may want more information. They Coolum Hearts are also after volunteers to help them 
with the dinner. If you are interested please call Cassie Beardsley on 0407 755 358.   
 

BOXING DAY SERVICE  
Our Sunday service for next Sunday 26th          
December will be at the usual time of 9am.  
 

YOUTH PASTOR ON HOLIDAYS  
Harrison, Jess and Elijah will be having a two 
week break from Tuesday 28th December until 
Monday 10th January. 



 

NOTES 
"Once A Sheep, Always A Sheep" (John 10:22-30)  
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FINANCE - You may Direct Transfer your offering to  
BSB NO:     704-913  Acc:  400039335 (Internet banking transfers only)  

OFFICE : Phone: (07) 5446 1957      Email: cbbc@coolumbeachbaptist.com 
Address: PO Box 18 Coolum Beach  4573 (1912 David Low Way),  
Website: www.coolumbeachbaptist.com       ABN - 29 747 289 728 

 

                          Pastor John Gallagher    
Mobile: 0408 402 476   Email: johng@coolumbeachbaptist.com 

 

Children’s and Youth Pastor Harrison Gallagher  
               Mobile: 0401 195 722   Email: harrisongallagher@coolumbeachbaptist.com
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