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If you would like to know more, Contact 

Pastor John 0408 402 476 

 THE POWER OF OUR WORDS 
 

“The tongue has the power of life and death…” (Proverbs 18:21) 
 

Remember the old saying, “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words 
will never harm me?” Well, it’s not true. Words have real power! Words matter! In 
fact, they can be the difference between life and death. This is not hyperbole - an 
exaggeration to make a point. This is real! Words (spoken, written or painted) can 
penetrate the heart and change lives for the better or for the worse. People die 
because of something that was said. Words have launched wars and holocausts. 
Words have destroyed marriages, families, friendships, churches, careers, hopes, 
understanding, reputations and governments. But people also live because of 
something that was said. Words can reconcile people and make peace. Words 
can make marriages sweet, families strong, and churches healthy. Words can 
give hope to the despairing, joy to the suffering, give greater understanding and 
spread the gospel.  
 

Whether we are people who speak life or death depends on what’s filling our 
heart. Jesus said, “What you say flows from what is in your heart.” (Luke 6:45) A 
critical heart produces critical words. A self-righteous heart produces judgmental 
words. A bitter heart produces bitter words. An ungrateful heart produces a 
grumbling tongue. But a loving heart produces kind words. A caring heart 
produces encouraging words. A faithful heart produces truthful words. A peaceful 
heart produces reconciling words. So fill your heart with the love, grace, mercy, 
kindness and truth of God’s Word. Soak in words of Matthew 5, or Romans 12, or 
1 Corinthians 13, or Philippians 2. And be very careful about taking in the words 
of death that come from Satan and the world through the newspaper, TV, radio, 
movies, social media and the internet.  
 

From today, strive to make your words like a “life giving fountain” (Proverbs 
10:11). Strive to “be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to get angry.” (James 
1:19) Strive to encourage more than you critique. Seek opportunities to speak 
kind, tender hearted words. (Ephesians 4:32) Say something affectionate to a 
loved one at an unexpected time. Seek to only speak words that are “good for 
building up” and that “give grace to those who hear.” (Ephesians 4:29) Be a 
person whose mouth is full of life and pray as King David prayed, “Take control of 
what I say, O Lord, and guard my lips.” (Psalm 141:3). God bless, Pastor John 

ON THIS WEEK - Prayer Meeting @ the church (Wednesday 9am),  
Chapel @ Menzies (Friday 10.30am) 

 Give thanks for the rain that has fallen in drought affected communities. 
 Pray for those communities impacted by flood waters. 
 Pray for Daphne as she is back in hospital (after her day surgery) to allow doctors 

time to assess her infection. 
 Pray for wisdom for our Government as they consider options for the COVID 

vaccine. 
 Pray for the 2021 soccer season as we commence registrations for the new year. 

MINISTRIES & MEETINGS THIS MONTH. 
• Sunday School is in recess during the holidays. 

Creche is available after the children’s talk. 
• Leadership meeting - 6.30pm Monday 18th 

January. 

 

PASTOR ON HOLIDAYS  
Pastor Harrison, Jess and Elijah are still enjoying their second week of holidays. 
Harrison will return to work on Tuesday 12th January.  
 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING  
Thanks to the generosity of those who attended our Christmas Eve Service and 
those who have given in recent weeks we were able to give $2164 to the Baptist 
World Aid Lebanon appeal.  

FREE MOVIE & MUNCH MORNING 
On Monday 18th January we will be having a movie 
and munch morning. At 10am we will be watching “The 
Jungle Book” and then after that we will have a sausage 
sizzle. For catering and COVID compliance purposes 
could you please put your name down on the sheet in 
the foyer if you are intending to come.  

NEW PREACHING SERIES 
Starting today we will be doing a short 
three week series on “Words—The Power 
Of Life and Death”. As we start a new year 
it will be a good reminder for us to think 
about the influence we can have with our 
words. 



 

NOTES 
"Words Matter - Speak Life" (Proverbs 18:21)  
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FINANCE - You may Direct Transfer your offering to  
BSB NO:     704-913  Acc:  400039335 (Internet banking transfers only)  

OFFICE : Phone: (07) 5446 1957      Email: cbbc@coolumbeachbaptist.com 
Address: PO Box 18 Coolum Beach  4573 (1912 David Low Way),  
Website: www.coolumbeachbaptist.com       ABN - 29 747 289 728 
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