
 

5th - Wendy R 
8th - Amelia C 
9th - Greg M 

 

If you would like to know 

more, Contact Pastor John 

0408 402 476 

FORGETTING THE PAST, ANTICIPATING THE FUTURE 
 

“Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I press on to reach the end of 
the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling 

us.” (Philippians 3:13-14) 
 

Sarah had inherited twenty million dollars when she was a young lady and her name and 
money would open almost any door in America. Colleges wanted her donations, 
politicians sought her endorsement and businesses wanted her investments. Sarah was 
rich, well known, powerful and miserable. Both her husband and daughter had passed 
away and she was left alone with her name, her money, her memories and her guilt. In 
her sorrow and regret she visited a spiritual medium, who convinced her that she needed 
to build a house to accommodate all her regrets. As a result  Sarah spent the next 38 
years of her life building a mansion in San Jose, California. It cost $5 million dollars and 
has 160 rooms, 17 chimneys, 13 bathrooms and 47 fireplaces. However, what makes the 
mansion truly unique is the design. All throughout the house are stairs that lead nowhere, 
hallways that lead to dead-ends and doors that face brick walls. This was not a house 
built for her future retirement. It was a mansion built for her past. Sarah Winchester was 
building the rooms to house the spirits of, not only her husband and daughter, but all who 
had been killed by her father’s famed weapon, the Winchester rifle. She spent her life 
trapped in a mansion of regret, providing a home for the dead. 
 

As we farewell 2020 I wonder how many of us are consumed by the regret, guilt and 
anxiety of the past? How many times do we find ourselves saying, "If only things could be 
the way they were. If only I had my time over again, if only I could fit into those jeans 
again, if only I had saved more money.” The Lord doesn't want us constantly looking back 
at what once was. Our enemy does — he wants us to feel discouraged and helpless and 
ruminate over and over on what we can never change. Sure, if we need to repent or make 
something right, we ought to do that. But God doesn't want us drowning in self-pity or 
regret about past mistakes, or hopelessly longing for what can never be again. He wants 
us to look ahead. He wants us to move on from our past sins for they have been 
redeemed and forgiven. The future is where our destiny lies and we need to be focused 
on finding God’s purpose for us and living confidently for Him.  I believe God will do great 
things in 2021 and I know He has a unique purpose for each of us (Ephesians 2:10). So, 

let's not get lured into looking back in fear or in bondage to the past – it's long gone 
already. In 2021, let's move ahead confidently and boldly press toward the new 
things that the Lord has planned for us this year. God bless, Pastor John. 

 Give thanks for the rain—particular for the rain received in drought affected 
communities. 

 Give thanks for Trisha’s very positive results and that Daphne was able to spend 
time with family on Christmas Day. 

 Pray for Harrison, Jess and Elijah as they enjoy their holidays. 
 Praise God for His goodness, never failing love and His sovereignty over all things. 

 Pray that God will guide our decisions and turn our hearts to deeply desire Him 
and His will above all things. 

 Pray that we will stand firm on the promises of God and be consistent in our walk 
with Him. 

NEW PREACHING SERIES 

 

PASTOR ON HOLIDAYS  
Pastor Harrison, Jess and Elijah are still enjoying their second week of holidays. 
Harrison will return to work on Tuesday 12th January.  
 

WEEKEND OFF  
Pastor John and Shauna, are away this weekend enjoying time with their family 
in Bundaberg .  

Starting next Sunday, 10th January we will be doing 
a short series on “Words—The Power Of Life and 
Death”. As we start a new year it will be a good re-
minder for us to think about the influence we can 
have with our words. 

MINISTRIES & MEETINGS THIS 
MONTH. 

• Sunday School & Creche are in 
recess during the holidays. 

• Prayer Meeting - Each Wednesday 
morning at 9am. 

• Chapel at Menzies (Pacific 
Paradise) - 10.30am Friday 15th 
January. 

• Leadership meeting - 6.30pm 
Monday 18th January. 



 

NOTES 
"Give Thanks - An attitude Of Gratitude" (1 Chronicles 16:23-34)  

___________________________________________

_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________ 

FINANCE - You may Direct Transfer your offering to  
BSB NO:     704-913  Acc:  400039335 (Internet banking transfers only)  

OFFICE : Phone: (07) 5446 1957      Email: cbbc@coolumbeachbaptist.com 
Address: PO Box 18 Coolum Beach  4573 (1912 David Low Way),  
Website: www.coolumbeachbaptist.com       ABN - 29 747 289 728 
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“Give Thanks—An Attitude Of Gratitude” 
(1 Chronicles 16:23-34) 


