
 

14th Ross R 
16th Elaine 
17th Dianne 

 

If you would like to know 

more, Contact Pastor John 

0408 402 476 

WHAT’S ON THIS WEEK 

MONDAY 
5PM Walking 

Soccer 
7PM Social  

Soccer 
 
 

WEDNESDAY 
  9AM Prayer 

Meeting 
 
 
 

THURSDAY 
9:00AM Quilters 

 
 

 

FOURTEEN CHRISTMASES IN PRISON 
(taken from the book “Tortured for Christ “ by Richard Wurmbrand) 

 

Richard Wurmbrand was a Romanian pastor who was imprisoned for his faith in 
1948 and endured 14 brutal years and 14 Christmases in prison. One of the     
amazing Christmas stories that Richard tells is about a young pastor named Simeon 
and a thief named Cunia, who shared the cell next to Richard. Every day Cunia 
would steal Simeon’s glasses and offer to return them in exchange for his supply of 
sugar. Simeon never complained and after some time he said to Cunia, “I am happy 
to give you my sugar each day. You don’t have to blackmail me to get it.” Cunia was 
amazed. “Why don’t you get angry and report me?” Simeon replied, “Because      
Jesus loves you and I love you. We both want you to become a better man.” 
“Nobody loves me,” Cunia said. “I am a thief.” Simeon responded, “It is Christmas 
and Jesus was born to save thieves like you.” Overwhelmed with sorrow and joy, 
Cunia gave his heart to the Lord. 
On another Christmas, Richard was recovering in the prison hospital after a brutal 
beating from the guards. Next to him was another pastor named Iscor who was near 
death from the vicious torture he had endured the week before. Despite his pain, 
Iscor was serene knowing that he would soon be with Jesus in heaven. Ironically, 
on the other side of Richard was the guard who had tortured Iscor. For unknown 
reasons his fellow guards had turned on him and he too had been imprisoned and 
tortured. Distraught by his deeds the man called out in the middle of the night.         
“I have committed horrible crimes,” he confessed. “I can find no rest. Please help 
me.” Iscor heard the pleas of his torturer and he called for two other prisoners to 
help him up so he could shuffle over and sit at the bedside of his torturer. “I forgive 
you and love you because Jesus has forgiven and loved me. He is willing to forgive 
all the evil you have done and accept you. You only need to repent.” The man      
repented and the grace and peace of Christ came into his life. That night both the 
torturer and the tortured embraced as brothers. Later the next day they both died 
from their injuries. “This is the real meaning of Christmas,” Richard writes. “This is 
the good news of great joy that angels told us about. Christ our Saviour is born and 
he brings salvation to all who are willing to accept Him.  
As followers of Christ may we never be ashamed of the good news of the gospel. 
May we also  never forget to follow Christ in our mission to seek and save the lost 
this Christmas.                                                                       God bless, Pastor John.   
 

PRAYER & PRAISE POINTS 

 Give thanks that John Tomlinson's operation was a success. 
 Pray for Daphne as she awaits her operation for the cancer they found this 

week. 
 Pray that God will give us hearts of love and compassion for the lost. 
 Pray for those who will be struggling financially (job loss) and                  

emotionally (loved ones lost) this Christmas time. 
 Pray that God will strengthen the marriages in our church and our          

community. 
 Please pray for safety for the Iduna Translators as they depart Alotau in 

Milne Bay by dinghy to return to Goodenough Island today.  

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE  
It's on Thursday 24th December at 6pm til 7pm. Due to COVID restrictions we won't be 
able to hold our usual supper afterwards but there will still be gift bags, glow sticks and 
surprises for the kids. Please invite your neighbours and families to come and celebrate 
the birth of Christ. 
 

MISION MATTERS  
Stephen and Lorraine Cavill, from Outback Aerial Mission, have passed on their thanks 
to our church family for their generous gifts for both the mission and those struggling 
with drought. There has been many storms but many have still missed out. Please       
continue to pray for rain that will break the drought. 

 

OUR MESSAGE CHRISTMAS GIFT  
Wanting to give a special book as a Christmas gift to that sceptical 
family member or   special friend. In 'Our Message' Church            
members and friends have shared their testimonies of faith through 
a coffee table style book of 60 pages, in A5 format, with a hard     

cover. Please see Greg Miller or Pam Scales to order and receive your copy. The books 
cost $25.00 each and for each book sold the missionary committee receive $7.00.   
 

CHRISTMSAS HAMPERS  
Today is the last day for collecting donations. We are looking for  
Christmas fare such as chips, lollies, softdrinks, bon bons, nuts, fruit, 
 cake, popcorn etc. Please place your donations under the  
Christmas tree in the hallway between the church and the hall. 

 

PROMISE LAND PLAZA  
The Plaza is back next Sunday after the morning service. Kids, don't forget to be there so 
you can spend all of those hard earned points that you have accrued over the last few 
months.  



 

NOTES 
"Jesus is the Light” ( John 12:44-50, Isaiah 9:2-7) 
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FINANCE - You may Direct Transfer your offering to  
BSB NO:     704-913  Acc:  400039335 (Internet banking transfers only)  

OFFICE : Phone: (07) 5446 1957      Email: cbbc@coolumbeachbaptist.com 
Address: PO Box 18 Coolum Beach  4573 (1912 David Low Way),  
Website: www.coolumbeachbaptist.com       ABN - 29 747 289 728 

 

                          Pastor John Gallagher    
Mobile: 0408 402 476   Email: johng@coolumbeachbaptist.com 

 

Children’s and Youth Pastor Harrison Gallagher  
               Mobile: 0401 195 722   Email: harrison.gallagher04@gmail.com   
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