
Today John M  
& Lisa 

 

10th Jan A  
& Lizzie  

 

12th Greg F 

 

WHAT’S ON THIS WEEK 

MONDAY 
5PM Walking Soccer 
7PM Social Soccer 

 
 

WEDNESDAY 
  9AM Prayer Meeting 

THURSDAY 
3:30PM Youth 

 

 

FACING THE UNKNOWN 
 

“When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, and the priests carrying it, you 
are to move out from your positions and follow it. Then you will know which way to go, since 
you have never been this way before.” (Joshua 3:3-4) 
 

Do you ever fear the unknown? Perhaps it's your health, the precarious state of your financial 
situation or the uncertainty of living with the threat of Covid19. Fearing the unknown can 
cause us to spend precious energy anticipating the worst-case scenario. The problem with 
fearing the future is that we forget the future is not here and that the future is not ours. While 
the future may be out of our hands, it is not out of the hands of our faithful, loving and       
powerful God. When we face a scary unknown situation, we can look to Joshua as an       
example of how to trust God in the face of uncertainty. Joshua was the new leader of the 
Israelites and after 40 years of wandering in the desert, their journey to the Promised Land 
was nearly over. Upon reaching the Jordan River, Joshua and the Israelites set up camp by 
the stream and awaited God's direction. On the third day, God told the officers to instruct the 
people that when they saw the Ark of the Covenant (where God's presence abided) to follow 
it because they had "never passed this way before" In essence, God was saying, “Follow Me 
and I'll see you through this unknown territory.” What greater encouragement could they 
have than this - that the Lord their God, the same God who had taken them through the Red 
Sea, was with them? 
 

You see, the Lord understands our fear of the unknown. He realizes that you may be in a 
situation that you've never passed through before and you're afraid. It may be the first time 
you've been without employment or in an extended period of isolation. Maybe you've just 
been diagnosed with an illness or you are facing serious challenges in a personal              
relationship. You've never been down this road before and you don't know which way to go 
or what to do. God will guide the way. Joshua's life was unpredictable and full of unknowns 
much like yours and mine. Yet, he successfully resisted fear by keeping his focus on God 
rather than the events surrounding him. Just as God guided the Israelites through unknown 
territory, He will guide you and me, too. As He promises in Isaiah 43, when we come to a 
place we've never passed through before, God is always present to help us. "When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not 
sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not 
set you ablaze. For I am the LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior" (v.2-3a). 
Even though the children of Israel were not told how they would pass over the river, the     
people went forth in faith. We too can boldly move forward, armed with the faith that the 
promised presence of our awesome God is leading the way through our unknown              
circumstances.  

God bless, Pastor John. 

PRAYER & PRAISE POINTS 
 Give thanks for Val Hunwick's recovery and that Daphne has been able to get in for 

her operation. 
 Pray for Doug Jackson as he struggles with pain in his legs and as he awaits the     

results of his tests. 
 Give thanks for the decrease in infections and deaths  in Australia. Rejoice also that 

the easing of restrictions is starting to allow us a few more freedoms to enjoy. 
 Pray for the situation in the USA - that people will come together to stand against 

racism and that the violence will stop. 
 Give thanks that Lorei Blunden has completed her cancer treatment. 
 Give thanks that little Sonny continues to recover and undergo more tests regarding 

his bone density. 

THE ROBERTS ARE BACK  
After a number of weeks down in NSW 
spending time with Phil's dad, leading the 
funeral and getting everything in order, 
Phil and Sue have arrived back home. 
They have traversed the QLD border and 
are looking forward to having a rest. 
Please pray for Phil as he continues to 
look for work. 

SOCCER SEASON  
Following some recent government      
adjustments we are now able to start 
training for a shortened season. We are 
hoping to start training on the week of 
the 15th June but still have to sort out 
the impacts of being able to work with 
the Covidsafe plan being implemented by 
the Soccer Association.  

ROADMAP OUT OF RESTRICTIONS  
In light of the Queensland Government's stage 2 easing of restrictions we are now        
allowed to have 20 people in our church. Obviously 20 people is still quite restrictive and 
so for now we will be inviting a small music team and just those who don't have access 
to the messages online (they have been getting a DVD  each week) to join us. According-
ly, for the majority of our church family, things will stay the same for a little while longer. 
We will email out more details to confirm what is happening during the week.  

SOS OUTING  
The Bus trip to Caboolture Heritage Village postponed until later in the year. However 
we have another invitation for you to come out of “ISO” and have some fun. We are 
going to play Minigolf at Maroochy River Golf Club. Cost $15. BYO Morning Tea. We’ve 
Booked outside tables. Or venture inside to buy coffee. Please Let Anneli know ASAP if 
you want to play. ( You can just come for the fellowship and laugh if not wanting to 
play). PLAN B……..IF RAINING BBQ  AT SYMONS HOUSE! 

HALL RENOVATIONS  
The frames for the wall are nearly done and its starting to look amazing. A huge thanks 
to Graham McDougall and Tom Symons for making all those trips to the dump to get rid 

of the rubbish. Well done! 



 

NOTES 
"Moral Excellence - Living To Please God" (1 Thessalonians 4:1-12) 

___________________________________________

_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 

 

FINANCE - You may Direct Transfer your offering to  
BSB NO:     704-913  Acc:  400039335 (Internet banking transfers only)  

OFFICE : Phone: (07) 5446 1957      Email: cbbc@coolumbeachbaptist.com 
Address: PO Box 18 Coolum Beach  4573 (1912 David Low Way),  
Website: www.coolumbeachbaptist.com       ABN - 29 747 289 728 

 

                          Pastor John Gallagher    
Mobile: 0408 402 476   Email: johng@coolumbeachbaptist.com 

 

Children’s and Youth Pastor Harrison Gallagher  
               Mobile: 0401 195 722   Email: harrison.gallagher04@gmail.com   
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"Moral Excellence - Living To Please God"  
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