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5PM Walking Soccer 
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  9AM Prayer Meeting 
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more, Contact Pastor John 

0408 402 476 

PRESSING ON TO REACH THE GOAL 
 

The young soldier’s socks were covered in blood from all the blisters on his feet and his 
legs were cramping.  He was reaching the end of the three day, 100km hike over rough 
terrain. During that time, he carried 56kg of gear, slept no more than four hours a night, 
and had just enough food for two and a half meals. He had struggled his way through 
all kinds of obstacles both day and night. Yet, he had one more major challenge: to 
climb the rugged mountain in front of him. He forced his mind to ignore the pain and 
focus on the goal. With all his remaining strength he began to climb and when he finally 
reached the top, he had reached the moment he had been waiting for. He had made it 
through the crucible. The crucible is the last test a recruit must pass in US Marine Corp 
boot camp. It tests him physically and mentally. The young recruits learn quickly that 
they must rely on one another to solve the problems and overcome the obstacles they 
are faced with. No one gets through it alone. Although at times it seems impossible to 
go on, the anticipation of the reward compels them forward. At the top of the mountain, 
their drill instructor awaits them. Upon arrival, he presents these young recruits with 
their Marine Corps insignia, shakes their hands and for the first time addresses them as 
Marines.  
As I read about this challenge It reminded me of the Christian life. At times it can feel 
like we are in a ‘crucible’ ourselves. Our enemies’ attacks are vicious and brutal, often 
coming without warning. The journey seems long and full of obstacles, failures, trials 
and problems that we can’t deal with alone. Although we know our Lord has promised 
to be with us and to never give us more than we can bear, we can often feel pushed 
beyond our limits. In these moments we must remember that God, just like the Marines, 
has a purpose in our trials. The Marine Corps is turning young, inexperienced,           
undisciplined men and women into Marines. This is no easy task. It involves problems, 
challenges, pain, suffering, deprivation, and change. It takes determination and        
commitment on the part of the recruit to stick it out. The goal set before the                 
recruit motivates him to continue. He wants to be a Marine. God is also testing us in 
order to transform us to be like Jesus (Romans 8:28-29) - “so that we will be perfect 
and complete, needing nothing.” (James 1:4) Commitment and discipline are required if 
we are to finish the course our Lord has set before us. We also have a huge advantage 
over these young army recruits. The Holy Spirit is with us in our times of trial - giving us 
strength, guidance, and comfort on our journey. Therefore, let us with joy and             
determination “press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly 
prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us.” (Philippians 3:14).                                  

God bless, Pastor John.  

Pray for Doug as he continues his cancer treatment and as he settles into St Mary's 
Aged Care at Coolum. 

Give thanks that Lorei has finished her treatment (amazing her doctors along the 
way). 

Pray for families being impacted by depression, anxiety and suicide. 

Pray for Scott Morrison as he continues to lead our nation in these tough times. 

Pray that we will learn to rest in Christ, be filled with His Spirit and live according 
to His will. 

Pray that our Pastors, elders and deacons will honour Christ in all they do. 

Give thanks for the beautiful weather we are having at the moment. 

RUN FOR DEMENTIA 
Thank you thank you thank you to all our wonderful sponsors for 
this year’s Dementia Australia Memory Walk and Jog!  It was the 
second highest fundraising total for individuals for the Sunshine 

Coast region.   We are so happy to have had the support to help 
get a cure for Dementia. God bless you all. 

DAILY DEVOTIONALS  
A huge thanks to Phil Roberts (last week) and David Eden (this 
week) for their wonderful contributions to our daily devotions, 
prayers and songs. Your personal insights into the grace and gospel 
of Christ have truly been an encouragement to us all. 



 

NOTES 
"Relentless Determination" (James 1:2-8) 
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FINANCE - You may Direct Transfer your offering to  
BSB NO:     704-913  Acc:  400039335 (Internet banking transfers only)  

OFFICE : Phone: (07) 5446 1957      Email: cbbc@coolumbeachbaptist.com 
Address: PO Box 18 Coolum Beach  4573 (1912 David Low Way),  
Website: www.coolumbeachbaptist.com       ABN - 29 747 289 728 

 

                          Pastor John Gallagher    
Mobile: 0408 402 476   Email: johng@coolumbeachbaptist.com 

 

Children’s and Youth Pastor Harrison Gallagher  
               Mobile: 0401 195 722   Email: harrison.gallagher04@gmail.com   
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