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"The Pride of Haman" (Esther 3:1-6, 6:1-10) 



 

PRAYER & PRAISE POINTS

 Give thanks that we have been able to suppress the impact of Covid19 in our nation. 
Pray that we will be able to begin to resume our normal way of life in the next few 
months. 

 Pray for those still being infected and impacted by the virus. 
 Pray for Phil and Sue Roberts as they spend time with Phil's dad who is palliative 

care - that they will be able to enjoy these last few days together. 
 Pray for 12 month old Sonny (known to Lucy) and his family as they waiting on a  

diagnosis for his medical condition. 
 Pray for those who have lost their jobs and for those who are feeling lonely in their 

isolation. 

 
 

 

 
 

BLINDED BY PRIDE 
Haman was a man who was not just confident - he was arrogant. He rose to become 
second in the kingdom, and the king ordered his servants to bow down and pay respect 
to him. (Esther 3:1-2). But Haman became obsessed by this power and prestige. He 
developed an unbalanced view of himself and made the mistake of thinking that        
everything was about him. “Whom would the king wish to honour more than 
me?” (Esther 6:6) Unsurprisingly he became extremely annoyed and vengeful when 
Mordecai would not bow before him. In his anger he hatched a plan to get rid of         
Mordecai and all of the Jews. He wanted to make certain that everyone knew who was 
boss. Thankfully, God ensured that Haman was eventually exposed for his evil 
schemes, and he was hung on the very gallows he’d built for Mordecai. Haman’s life 
demonstrates the horrible impact pride can have on a person. If truth be told, any of us 
can be a victim of pride, usually in a more subtle way. The Bible tells us that, “Pride 
goes before destruction and haughtiness before a fall.” (Proverbs 16:18) As     
Haman demonstrated, pride blinds us to our weaknesses and poisons our attitude and 
relationships. We see a great example of this with the Pufferfish, which is also known as 
a blowfish. They can fill their elastic stomachs with huge amounts of water (and      
sometimes air) and blow themselves up to several times their normal size. They also 
have a toxic substance that makes them foul tasting and potentially deadly to other fish. 
The toxin is also deadly to humans. It is 1,200 times more deadly than cyanide. Like 
Pufferfish, human beings can blow themselves up with pride and arrogance to make 
themselves look bigger than they are. And this pride can become toxic to our life and 
the lives of others.  
 

So how do we prevent this pride from destroying our lives? By humbly submitting      
everything to God. The Bible tells us, “In his pride the wicked man does not seek 
God. In all his thoughts there is no room for Him.” (Psalm 10:4) We need to have 
God in all of our thoughts. We need to make Him the centre of our lives, seek Him     
constantly, and remember that we are His servants. We need to remember that        
everything we have - our influence, wealth, career, health and (most importantly) our 
salvation are all gifts from God. These gifts are given by His grace, not because we    
deserve them. As we humble ourselves before God, He will help us maintain a balanced 
understanding of our gifts and talents, as well as our limits. He’ll remind us that we’ve 
received His blessings so that we might be a blessing to others. Give Him the praise 
and glory! Today, make sure you aren’t guilty of the sins of Haman. Humble yourself 
before God. Submit your life to Him. Seek first His Kingdom and allow Him to direct and 
shape your life.  

Blessings, Pastor John. 
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 Pray for our medical workers and teachers. 
 Pray that we will always be striving to live humbly for our Lord and be willing to 

serve others and look to their needs as much as we look to ours. 
 Give thanks for the blessing our daily devotions, prayers and songs are bringing to 

our church family and others. Pray that the Holy Spirit will use the wonderful truths 
from his Word to bring comfort and joy to our lives. 

 Pray for Chris Hampton as he is struggling with significant back pain at this time. 
 Pray for the churches who are struggling with finances and with being able to        

connect with their congregations. Pray too for Pastors at this time, as many are     
feeling weary with all the changes and extra workloads of doing ministry online. 

 
 
 

Today Gwen 
7th John B & Astrid 

9th Graham & Daphne 
 

DAILY DEVOTIONALS  
A big thanks to David Eden for his devotionals and song suggestions. This week Pastor 
John will be doing the devotionals and he will continue to go through the Psalms each 
day - starting at Psalm 6.  
 
 

CHURCH AVATARS  
Our virtual congregation continues to grow each week and it has been amazing to see 
the creativity and humour of our church family. If you haven't managed to drop off or 
send your avatar to the church, we would encourage you to do so as soon as possible. 
Seats are starting to fill up and we don't want anyone to miss out. Not only that it  
looks really cool in the church.  


