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"Rest From Our Enemies" (Esther 7:1-10, 9:20-23)  



 

PRAYER & PRAISE POINTS
 Give thanks for the wonderful position our nation is in regarding 

the suppression of the virus. Pray that as we start to move out of 
restrictions that we will be able to maintain minimal levels of       
infection. 

 
 Pray for those who are unemployed or struggling financially at this 

time. 
 Pray for Phil Roberts and the family as the grieve the loss of their 

father this week.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

WHERE IS GOD IN THE BOOK OF ESTHER? 
 

The real hero of this epic adventure is never mentioned. Xerxes, the Persian king, is mentioned over 175 
times while God’s name is not recorded. However, it is impossible not to see God’s presence and power in 
this story of the survival of His people in the midst of hatred and opposition. His providential hand is every 
detail of this story as He protects and preserves His people. He was at work when Xerxes erratically got rid 
of his queen. He was at work when Esther, an orphaned Jewish girl, was chosen to be the new queen. He 
was at work in Mordecai just “stumbling” upon the plot to assassinate Xerxes. He was at work in the fact 
that Mordecai’s deeds in exposing the plot and saving the king was forgotten until years later. He was at 
work on that night too, as the king couldn’t sleep and ‘decided’ to read old archive reports. In all these, and 
countless other details, the invisible hand of God is evident. I like the way John Macarthur put it when he 
said, “Though His name is silent, God thunders through the book of Esther.” God’s providential control of 
every circumstance is nothing short of miraculous - revealing the Lord’s infinite wisdom and omnipotence 
over all things. Coincidence and chance played no role in this story. This truth is supported by Proverbs 21:1 
which says, “The king’s heart is in the hand of Lord. Like the rivers of water, He turns it wherever He wish-
es.”  
 

It has been said that the book of Esther could be compared to a chess match, in which God and Satan are 
working behind the scenes - moving real life kings, queens and nobles. Satan was using Xerxes and Haman 
to try and block God’s plans but God (who has absolute power over Satan) was using Esther and Mordecai 
to checkmate Satan’s every move. Ever since Adam and Eve fell into sin, Satan has been trying to thwart 
God’s plan of salvation. Even after Jesus came, Satan tied to use Herod, Pilate, Judas Iscariot and even Peter 
to derail Jesus’ earthly mission. Yet on every one of those occasions, God’s purposes prevailed, just as they 
did in Esther. Accordingly, we can be assured that God is still on the throne of the universe, just as He was in 
Esther’s day. He is absolutely sovereign over the governments and rulers of our world. Though the news 
reports and government archives rarely mention His name, God is the unseen power behind it all. He is   
perfectly orchestrating every detail to accomplish His purposes. In the words of Psalm 103:19, “The Lord has 
made the heavens His home and from there HE RULES OVER EVERYTHING!” What an awesome comfort 

that is (particularly in uncertain times) for all who have put their trust in Him.              God bless, Pastor John. 
 

NEW PREACHING SERIES   | Following the conclusion of our series on Esther we will be moving 
onto a new series called Everything You Need, based on 2 Peter 1:3-11. In this passage Peter tells 
us that God has given us everything we need to live a godly life - to live a life of greater              
confidence, purpose and peace. And who doesn't want that? So over this eight week journey we 
will be looking at topics such as Faith, Moral Excellence, Knowledge, Self-Control, Patient          
Endurance, Godliness, Brotherly Affection and Radical Love. In our current time of uncertainty, 
this series will help to give us everything we need to face each day with resilience and strength.  

PRAYER & PRAISE POINTS 
Give thanks for the wonderful position our nation is in regarding 
the suppression of the virus. Pray that as we start to move out of 
restrictions that we will be able to maintain minimal levels of       

Pray for those who are unemployed or struggling financially at this 

Pray for Phil Roberts and the family as the grieve the loss of their 

 Praise God for the care and generosity of our church family. 
 Pray for Val Hunwick and Daphne Berry as they wait on the results 

of their tests. 
 Pray for the proposed building plans of our church. 
 
 Pray that we will strive to love and care for our enemies, just as   

Jesus commanded us to. 
 Pray for our government leaders - for wisdom, compassion and 

strength as they guide us through these tough times. 

THANKS TO SOCCER VOLUNTEERS  
Another huge thanks to Peter Blair, Judy Hampton and Harrison Gallagher for putting our new 
goals together. A big thanks also to Jill Matthewson, Dean Pfeffer and Greg Miller for helping to 
clean out the soccer shed. Thanks to your efforts we will be ready to restart the season as soon as 
restrictions allow for contact sport (hopefully by mid July). 
 

BI-ANNUAL MEETINGS, BUDGET AND WALL CONSTRUCTION  
Given the current restrictions and uncertainties, the Leadership Team has decided to postpone 
the budget and the need for holding a full Bi-Annual meeting via email and absentee votes.      
However, the Leadership Team have asked the members to consider the approval of building a 
new wall in the church hall and a new store room where the cold room was. It is hoped that this 
can be approved so that the works can be undertaken during a time when the church facility is 
not being used. An email advising the whole church and seeking the approval of the members was 
sent out earlier this week. If you are a church member, we encourage you to ensure your vote is 
completed and returned by 24th May. 
 

FIRST STAGE OF EASING RESTRICTIONS  
 The Queensland Government has released a roadmap for   
easing the current Covid19 restrictions. A copy of that 
roadmap and what it means to us as a church was emailed out 
to everyone this weekend. The first stage comes into effect 
this weekend and, in regard to church related activities, we 
are now allowed up to 10 people in the church building or at 
worship services. The use of the church facilities is still subject 
to social distancing and public health rules being maintained. 
While these restrictions don't allow us to go back to normal, they are a step in the right direction. 
This will allow us to recommence prayer meetings on Wednesday (maximum of 10) and to investi-
gate the possibility of having a music team join us for recording on Saturday afternoons. It will 
also allow for leadership meetings to be held at the church and the potential for some home 
groups to meet at the church. Our preference at this stage is that home groups continue to do 
what they have been doing, with some meeting online or in a public space. If however that is not 
suitable, and your home group is keen to meet, then please contact Pastor John to see if a suita-
ble arrangement can be made to use the hall.  
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