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“To know Chrict and make Him known'

’

"we may throw the dice but the LORD determines
how they fall." (Proverbs 16:23)
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PRAYER & PRAISE POINTS

Pray for the 'S' family as they look for work. Give thanks for the gift we were * Give thanks for this beautiful weather and for the wonder and beauty of
able to share with them and that the Holy Spirit‘'may draw them to Jesus in
this time.

Give thanks for the blessings God gives us each day and pray that we will be
willing to share those blessings with others.

Pray for Dave and the many other homeless people in our community.

Pray for our local businesses as they struggle in these unprecedented times of
uncertainty and dwindling incomes.

Pray for Tara as she does her teaching prac over the next four weeks.

WHY SHOULD WE BOTHER WITH THE BOOK OF ESTHER?

“My help comes from the Lord, who mad
you stumble. The one who wat ch¢Psalnesv e
121:2-3)

As a believer, do you believe God is always with you? Are you certain that he is always
working things out for your good? Are you totally confident that he loves you and cares
for you more than anyone else in the world does? When things are going well for us, we
are more than likely to say yes to these questions. However, when things are tough, and
the future looks ominous then maybe its not so easy to answer these questions in the
affirmative. It's in those times of struggle that we’re likely to ask questions like, “Does
God really love me? Is he really here with me? Is he really in control? Does he have a
plan? Will he rescue me from this mess? Those are exactly the types of questions which
the book of Esther poses. The story of Esther covers a 10 year period between 483-
473BC. God’s chosen people are facing a major crisis. Not only are they exiled from
their homeland in Judah, they are facing annihilation at the hands of a spiteful, ego ma-
niac. Their whole future lies in the balance. Thankfully, God is working behind the
scenes. He is not mentioned by name in the entire book of Esther. We also don’t see
any miraculous or awesome public interventions by him. There is not even a vision or a
dream from God. However, his presence and love for his people is clearly evident in this
epic rescue of his people from pending doom. In a powerful, but unseen way God is at
work in the seemingly normal circumstances of Persian life and the hearts of all the ma-
jor characters of this book. No one else could have worked it out any better.

The same God offers tremendous hope to each of us today. All of humanity has been in
rebellion and exile from him and is facing his eternal judgement for our sin. On top of
that we also have Satan, the supreme spiteful, egomaniac who is trying to destroy us.
Like the Israelites and Esther, we too are facing a crisis of epic proportions and desper-
ately need rescuing. Incredibly our judge has also become our deliverer. The task that
God gave Esther to save the Israelites is a preview of the greatest rescue mission of all -
God sending Jesus to die for our sins. And so the story of Esther, and how God used her
to deliver his people from their enemies, is a story for our time too. | trust that over the
next four weeks you enjoy this journey through this exciting adventure and that your faith
in our ever present, gracious, sovereign God is made stronger.
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God's creation.

Give thanks for the sacrifices made by so many-in our times of warfare and
conflict. Pray for those men and women in our armed forces who are
currently serving in conflict zones around the world.

Praise God that Jesus Christ is the ultimate King of this world and that he is

sovereign over all that happens.

Pray for the families of the four police officers tragically killed in Victoria.
Praise God that the Pfeffers have finally arrived home safely on the Sunshine

Coast.

DAILY DEVOTIONALS

A huge thanks to Phil Roberts for the great daily devotionals we have enjoyed this week. Next
week David Eden, our other elder, will be contributing the daily devotionals. We look forward
to the wisdom and encouragement that he will share with us each day.

MASKS FOR MAF

Thanks to all those ladies who have volunteered to sew some masks. Once you finished your
masks it would be appreciated if you could drop them into the church this week. There is a
coloured box on the counter in the foyer of the church in which to place your face masks. Pam
will be collecting them from the church next Friday afternoon, 1st May, so if you could deliver
yours on that day or before would be great. There will be someone in the church office be-
tween 9am to 2pm everyday. Alternatively, If you would prefer a 'contactless' process then

you can send the masks directly to MAFS.
CHURCH AVATARS

Our virtual congregation continues to grow each week and it
has been amazing to see the creativity and humour of our
church family. If you haven't managed to drop off or send your
avatar to the church, we would encourage you to do so as
soon as possible. Seats are starting to fill up and we don't

want  anyone to miss out. Not only that it
looks really cool in the church.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

| have been absolutely amazed by the way so
many of our church family have been
stepping up to ensure that everyone is being
cared for. Phone calls, texts, emails, visits,
cards, gifts, meals, hampers and prayers -
there are such a variety of ways that we are
reaching out to each other. Thank you
everybody! | am so blessed to be the pastor
of such a great church family.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Today Brian B

TEMPORARY CARAVAN STORAGE
Greg and Lorei are moving house and in the
interim they are looking for somewhere to
store their caravan for 3 months. The
commercial storage options are too
expensive and the Blundens are wondering if
anyone has room to store the caravan on
their property or yard for 3 months? They are
willing to pay for the storage. If you can help
please call Greg.



