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"What If The Resurrection Didn't Happen"  
(1 Corinthians 15: 12-19, 29-32, 51-58)  



 

PRAYER & PRAISE POINTS
Give thanks for Trisha's operation and positive diagnosis. Pray that she will contin-

ue to recover quickly. 
Give thanks that the Pfeffers have arrived back in Australia. Pray that their time in 

isolation in Melbourne will go smoothly and that they will be able to return home 
soon. 
Give thanks that the Blundens have been able to sell their home. Pray for Lorei as 

she continues to isolate and rest up for her upcoming radiation treatment. 
Pray that people who don't know Christ as their Lord and Saviour will tune in to 

see the gospel messages being posted on Youtube. Pray that the spirit will open 
their ears and soften their hearts to the good News of Easter. 
Pray for those who are unemployed and looking for a new job. 











HOW THE VIRUS STOLE EASTER 
A poem by Kristi Bothur (with a nod to Dr Seuss) 

   

Twas late in ‘19 when the virus began. Bringing chaos and fear to all people, each land. 
People were sick and hospitals full. Doctors overwhelmed, no one in school. 

As winter gave way to the promise of spring. The virus raged on, touching peasant and king. 
People hid in their homes from the enemy unseen. They YouTubed and Zoomed, social-distanced, 

and cleaned. 
April approached and churches were closed. “There won’t be an Easter,” the world supposed. 

“There won’t be church services, and egg hunts are out. No reason for new dresses when we can’t 
go about.” 

Holy Week started, as bleak as the rest. The world was focused on masks and on tests. 
“Easter can’t happen this year,” it proclaimed. “Online and at home, it just won’t be the same.” 

Thursday, Good Friday, the days came and went. The virus pressed on; it just would not relent. 
The world woke Sunday and nothing had changed. The virus still menaced, the people, estranged. 

“Pooh pooh to the saints,” the world was grumbling. “They’re finding out now that no Easter is    
coming. 

“They’re just waking up! We know just what they’ll do! Their mouths will hang open a minute or two. 
And then all the saints will all cry boo-hoo. “That noise,” said the world, “will be something to hear.” 

So it paused and the world put a hand to its ear. And it did hear a sound coming through all the 
skies. 

It started down low, then it started to rise. But the sound wasn’t depressed. 
Why, this sound was triumphant! It couldn’t be so! But it grew with abundance!  

The world stared around, popping its eyes. Then it shook! What it saw was a shocking surprise! 
Every saint in every nation, the tall and the small. Was celebrating Jesus in spite of it all! 
It hadn’t stopped Easter from coming! It came! Somehow or other, it came just the same! 

And the world with its life quite stuck in quarantine. Stood puzzling and puzzling, “Just how can it 
be?” 

“It came without bonnets, it came without bunnies, It came without egg hunts, cantatas, or money.” 
Then the world thought of something it hadn’t before. “Maybe Easter,” it thought, “doesn’t come 

from a store. Maybe Easter, perhaps, means a little bit more.” 
And what happened then? Well, the story’s not done. What will YOU do? Will you share with that 

one. 
Or two or more people needing hope in this night? Will you share the source of your life in this 

fight? 
The churches are empty - but so is the tomb, And Jesus is victor over death, doom, and gloom. 

So this year at Easter, let this be our prayer, As the virus still rages all around, everywhere. 
May the world see hope when it looks at God’s people. May the world see the church is not a    

building or steeple. 
May the world find faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection, May the world find Joy in a time of         

dejection. 
May 2020 be known as the year of survival. But not only that - let it start a revival. 

  

PRAYER & PRAISE POINTS 
Give thanks for Trisha's operation and positive diagnosis. Pray that she will contin-

Give thanks that the Pfeffers have arrived back in Australia. Pray that their time in 
isolation in Melbourne will go smoothly and that they will be able to return home 

Give thanks that the Blundens have been able to sell their home. Pray for Lorei as 

Pray that people who don't know Christ as their Lord and Saviour will tune in to 
see the gospel messages being posted on Youtube. Pray that the spirit will open 

Pray that we will continue to know the peace and comfort of Christ in these times 
of uncertainty. Pray that we will be devoted to prayer and always relying on the 
strength of Christ. 
Pray for our Pastors as they continue to preach the Gospel and care for our church 

family. 
Pray for Scott Morrison and our leaders as they continue to leads us through these 

tough times. 
Pray for the cities and communities around the world that are being devastated by 

the virus.  
Pray for family S from our soccer club who are struggling without their jobs and 

financial assistance from the government. 

HELP IS AVAILABLE  
We have a number of volunteers ready to 
provide help to anyone in need.     Subject 
to existing government            restrictions , 
there are people able to help with grocer-
ies, deliveries and general maintenance 
issues. If you need  help, or know someone 
who does, please let Pastor John or the 
church office know. 

SOCCER FAMILIES  
We have been blown away by the           
response from the kids in our soccer club 
who have drawn pictures and written 
letters to those in our church family who 
are isolated by themselves. What a great 
way to build on the connections we have 
already made between our church family 
and the soccer families. 

A BIG DAY OF CELEBRATION  
Happy birthday to Kaden Thorne who turns 18 today. Sadly, due to the virus                        
restrictions, his birthday celebrations will be very scaled back. So it would be good if we 
could all contact him to say or sing "Happy Birthday" and make it a great day for Kaden to 
remember. 
 

A HUGE THANKS  
We have adjusted quite well to videoing our services and having them loaded on Youtube 
each Sunday. To record and edit these videos (adding in the powerpoint slides, the new    
avatars and the Bible passage (starting from this week) takes time and skill. And none of it 
would be possible without Kristen's efforts. He has done an amazing job and we can't thank 
him enough for all that he does. Well done Kristen! 
 

HOME GROUPS & NEW BIBLE STUDY  
As home groups recommence for term 2, Our preaching   
and Home Group series will be the book of Esther. In order 
to do this we encourage using Zoom- an online video       
conferencing program. Some home groups have already 
started to use it and Pastor John will be contacting  others 
to see if we can get all groups using this forum. This series 
will be a great  encouragement for knowing that God is    
sovereign and working in all things (both good and bad) for                                                       
His glory and our blessing. 

Today Kaden 
 

17th Jess 
 


