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LOVING ONE ANOTHER 
On March 11, 1991, President George Bush visited a local school in Washington. During 
his visit he sat down and began to read a book to a class of 8 year old children. Not long 
after he started reading, one of the boys in the class named Anthony Henderson asked 
President Bush. “Are you really the President? You don’t look like a President!”              
Understandably Mr. Bush was quite surprised by the question and asked Anthony how he 
could prove he was the President. He then proceeded to pull out his driver’s licence to 
prove who he was. However, Anthony was still not convinced. So, President Bush then 
pulled out his credit card trying and a few other identification items from his wallet in order 
to persuade Anthony as to who he really was. None of those things convinced Anthony. 
Finally, Mr. Bush said, "I guess that is all I have to show you unless you will accept that 
black limousine out there; or maybe I’ll give you an autograph". "Oh no", replied Anthony. 
"The teacher said we can’t take autographs". As followers of Jesus we are told that there 
is one important way we can prove that we are Christians. It’s not by putting it on a shirt or 
a bumper sticker. It’s not by going church every Sunday and reading your Bible every day. 
It’s not even by shouting out in public that we belong to Jesus. Jesus tells us that the proof 
is by the way we love. “Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love 
each other. Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my         
disciples.” (John 13:34-35) And the way we are to love is like the way Jesus loved.     
Jesus loved people. He loved thieves, prostitutes, tax collectors, diseased people, poor 
people, children and His followers. He loved people who were devoted to Him and those 
who disagreed with him. He even loved difficult and dangerous people. Because we are 
loved by Him, we are called to love like Him. The extent to which we love one another   
validates and communicates our faith to those around us.  
So what does loving like Jesus look like? Some of the key ways we can follow Jesus’    
example is by forgiving one another (Colossians 3:13) just as Christ forgave us. We 
should forgive others even when they don’t deserve it or ask for it. That demonstrates a 
love that keeps no record of wrongs (1 Corinthians 13:5). We should also accept one  
another (Romans 15:7) no matter who they are. Another way to love like Jesus is to     
honour one another (Romans 12:10). To honour someone means to value them highly 
and be just as concerned about their interests and trials as much as we are about ours 
(Philippians 2:3-5). But what if the person you are trying to love does not receive it? What 
if they give you nothing in return? Loving others isn’t always easy, but a Christlike love 
means forgiving, accepting and honoring even those who are different and difficult. Our 
ability to love others comes from God (1 John 4:7). We can only give love when our hearts 
are full of God’s love. That’s the only way we can love like Jesus. It’s not always easy to 
do but it’s what Jesus commands us to do. May we strive to be obedient to Him each day.          

God bless, Pastor John. 

PRAYER & PRAISE POINTS 

 Praise God for the blessing of rain received this week. 

 Pray for the Uni Impact team as they arrive for their annual retreat this 
week. 

 Pray that each of us will pursue justice, love mercy and walk humbly with 
God (Micah 6:8). 

 Praise God that He is the Lord of the storms and is bigger than any trial we 
may face. 

 Pray for Greg Beach and Sue Williams as they recover from recent opera-
tions and accidents. 

TRIP TO ISRAEL  
Colin Lituri, in conjunction with other representatives from Friends Of Israel is leading a 
guided tour of Israel in November this year. After the service and morning tea, at approx. 
11am you are all invited to hear more about this exciting opportunity.   

CHURCH DIRECTORY  
It's that time of year where we are looking to update our church directory. If you are 
new to our church family and would like to be included in our new directory please see 
Judy Hampton after the service. One of the benefits (and there are many more) in giving 
us your contact details is that we can then include you on our church email list so that 
you can get news and prayer updates throughout the year.  

HOME GROUPS 
Our Home Groups will be recommencing for the 
year in February. Home Groups are great way to 
belong, connect and grow in our church family. If 
you would like to join a home group please put 
your name down on the form in the foyer and 
we will make sure you get placed into a group. 
We may even have to start some new groups.  

HOME GROUP  
LEADER'S LUNCH  

Next Sunday at 12pm at the    
Blunden's home at 83 Atkinson 
Road, Bli Bli. The lunch is fully   
catered and spouses are           
welcome to join us for this time of 
fellowship and  encouragement. 

NEW SERMON/STUDY SERIES  | We will be starting a 9 week, whole of church     
journey, into "Gospel Shaped Outreach" starting Feb 9th. We can often be nervous 
about telling others about Jesus and  would rather leave it to the 'experts'. But the truth 
is we are all called to share the gospel. This series doesn't offer quick fixes or evange-
lism gimmicks, it seeks to equip and motivate us to work together in sharing the gospel. 
During the series we will be hearing the personal experiences, ideas and encourage-
ment of our church family. We will also discover that God's mission for salvation in the 
world is also our mission, and that He is inviting us into the privilege of partnering with 
Him to advance His kingdom among our friends, neighbours and community. 



 

NOTES 
"Love One Another" (John 13:34-35)  
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FINANCE - You may Direct Transfer your offering to  
BSB NO:     704-913  Acc:  400039335 (Internet banking transfers only)  

OFFICE : Phone: (07) 5446 1957      Email: cbbc@coolumbeachbaptist.com 
Address: PO Box 18 Coolum Beach  4573 (1912 David Low Way),  
Website: www.coolumbeachbaptist.com       ABN - 29 747 289 728 

 

                          Pastor John Gallagher    
Mobile: 0408 402 476   Email: johng@coolumbeachbaptist.com 

 

Children’s and Youth Pastor Harrison Gallagher  
               Mobile: 0401 195 722   Email: harrison.gallagher04@gmail.com   
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"Love One Another" (John 13:34-35)   


