
 

 
In the year 2000, Australian country music icon Slim Dusty released his 100th album enti-
tled “Looking Forward, Looking Back”. At the age of 73, and looking at the start of anoth-
er century, Slim was optimistic about the future. “I've come a long way down the track. 
Got a long way left to go… There are strange days full of change on the way. But I'll be 
fine, unlike some. I'll be leaning forward, to see what's coming.” I don’t know whether 
Slim knew Jesus but he certainly seemed to know how to let the past give him strength 
for the future. This last week of the year between Christmas and New Year is one of my 
favourite times of the year. For me it is always a week of looking back at the year that’s 
been and looking forward to the year that’s approaching. In looking back at 2019 I re-
member its difficulties, celebrations, exciting new opportunities, daily provision and unex-
pected blessings. Now I know the Bible tells us to be careful about looking back. Philippi-
ans 3:13 tells us to forget what is behind and to press on with Christ Jesus. In Luke 9:62 
Jesus told his followers not to put their hand to the plow and then look back. There is 
also the infamous account of Lot’s wife, who looked back to the city of Sodom while flee-
ing its destruction and was turned into a pillar of salt. (Genesis 19:17) While God cau-
tions us about looking back, He never says that we should never look back. He tells us 
that looking back should never be about regret and longing for the past, but rather about 
giving thanks to God. The Psalmist understood this when he said, “But then I recall all 
you have done, O Lord; I remember your wonderful deeds of long ago. They are 
constantly in my thoughts. I cannot stop thinking about your mighty 
works.” (Psalm 77:11-12)  
 
Taking time to remember what God has done in our lives is sweet for our souls, as we 
can often tend to forget the many mercies and blessings that He gives us. In remember-
ing God’s faithfulness in 2019 and throughout our life, we should be confident in his faith-
fulness in 2020 and beyond. We should be able to look forward to the new year with total 
trust in Him and be excited about stepping into the things He has planned for us. We 
should have full confidence that He will answer every one of our prayers in ways that are 
better than we can ask them (Matthew 7:7-11). He knows what we don’t know and sees 
what we don’t see. We should take delight in His truth and His plans, even when it’s 
tough to understand. “Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of 
your heart. Commit your way to the Lord and trust in Him.” (Psalm 37:4-5) As we 
face another new year, none of us have any idea what it will hold. We can make plans 
and set goals, but every single day of 2020 is subject to God’s sovereignty and His direc-
tion. So, take time in these last days of 2019 to look back and remember God’s good-
ness. Then look forward and prayerfully and confidently trust in Him, leaning forward to 
see what He will do in 2020.                                                          God bless, Pastor John. 

PRAYER & PRAISE POINTS 

 Pray for Beach Missions happening all over our State. 

 praise God for the rain that has fallen this week. 

 Praise God for his goodness and blessings that He gives us each day. 

 Pray for those in our church family who are struggling financially at this 
time. 

 Pray for our Prime Minister - that he will remain humble and strong as 
leads our nation. 

 Pray for our building plans for next year - that they will be God's  
       plans and that they will not be hindered by Satan. 

Birthday’s this week: 31st Miki & Mark B 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE  - THANKS TO EVERYONE FROM PASTOR JOHN 
 

A huge thank you to so many people who helped to make Tuesday night such a      
wonderful and joyous time of worship and celebration.  

- To Jenny and Lenny and all those who helped in the kitchen to set up and clean up.  
- To those who helped with the setting up and packing up of the jumping castle.  

- To the worship team who spent many hours practicing and preparing to lead us in 
worship. 

- To those who welcomed everyone at the door and put out the extra seats. 
- To Anneli who put together the gift bags.  

- To everyone who cooked and contributed to such an amazing supper. 
- To everyone who invited their family, friends and neighbours. 

- To Rhiannon and Bethany for volunteering to be our mascots again. 
- To Anthony and Lucy for setting up the lights. 

You are all such a blessing to the Lord, to our community and to my ministry. 

BEACH MISSION  
The Kids Summer Program (Coolum Konnexion) is running December 30th to  January 3rd 
in Lions Park. The team will be camping in the church hall and using it as their base during 
this time so please be aware of them if you are coming to the church during that 
time.Please pray for strength, boldness and unity for the team. Pray for Lesley Gallagher 
and Sue Wust as they cook for them during the week. Also pray that they will make great 
connections with the community during the week and find opportunities to share the 
gospel.  

"Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! His faithful love endures forever." 
 (1 Chronicles 16:34)  



 

NOTES 
"Give Thanks!" (1 Chronicles 16:23-34) 
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FINANCE - You may Direct Transfer your offering to  
BSB NO:     704-913  Acc:  400039335 (Internet banking transfers only)  

OFFICE : Phone: (07) 5446 1957      Email: cbbc@coolumbeachbaptist.com 
Address: PO Box 18 Coolum Beach  4573 (1912 David Low Way),  
Website: www.coolumbeachbaptist.com       ABN - 29 747 289 728 

 

                          Pastor John Gallagher    
Mobile: 0408 402 476   Email: johng@coolumbeachbaptist.com 

 

Children’s and Youth Pastor Harrison Gallagher  
               Mobile: 0401 195 722   Email: harrison.gallagher04@gmail.com   

ROSTER FOR NEXT WEEK… 5th January 

DUTY DOOR COUNTING 
BIBLE  

READING 
CRECHE CAFÉ 

Brendan 
Daphne, 
Lesley * 

Brendan* 

Tom &   
Graham 

Alice Gale & Jess 
Gregg, Pete & 

Astrid* 

29  
December 

2019 

9AM 
COLIN LITURI 
"Give Thanks!" (1 Chronicles 16:23-34)  


