
MINISTRIES ON THIS WEEK 

Today Sue Williams 
23rd Jay 

24th Sue Wust 
27th Elena 

 

THE TRUE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS CAROLS 
 
Judging by the popularity of Community Christmas Carols held in parks and televised on 
our screens I would say we are a nation who loves Christmas carols! Pleasingly, it’s not just 
the secular songs that we sing but also the traditional Christian carols. But I wonder if we 
really understand the meaning behind the Christian carols that joyfully proclaim the birth of 
Jesus our Saviour. I wonder if we really take time to think and wonder about why we need a 
rescuer and why we need saving. The answer of course is that the joyful news of Christmas 
is actually very confronting for us. He came to save us from sin. The Bible tells us that we 
all fall far short of God’s perfect standard of living. We all try to run life our own way and in 
doing so reject God. Too often we can be comfortable in our own little world. We compare 
ourselves to the worst criminals and deviates that we hear about on the news and think we 
are good people. But we all reject God in some way in our thoughts, words and deeds. We 
all live for our own selfish ambition rather than the glory of God. This rejection of God is 
known as sin and it creates a barrier between God and us.  
 
This is where Jesus comes in. He came to earth on the ‘first Christmas’ as a baby and He 
grew up living a perfect life of obedience to God (something that we all fail to do). Jesus 
deserved to be loved, but he was rejected so that we, who deserve to be rejected, would be 
eternally loved by God, our Father. Jesus died on the cross for all the sins of the world. He 
died and was buried. Then he rose from the dead and offers the greatest gift the world has 
ever seen. The gift of forgiveness from sin and eternal life with God. This Christmas,       
remind yourself and your family that our true joy and hope is only found in how much you've 
been loved by Jesus. It will be tempting to look for joy and hope in the gifts that you receive 
or in the gifts that you give or in the people that you celebrate Christmas with. But in reality 
those gifts will get old and the people who say they love you will find a way to disappoint 
you at some point. The only lasting joy and hope we can have is in the perfect love that 
God has for you. Christmas Day is a celebration of how much God loves us. Don't miss out 
on an opportunity to share that Good News. Remind yourself and your family to fix your 
eyes on Jesus and celebrate the eternal, life-changing hope and joy you have in Him. “God 
rest ye merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay. Remember, Christ our Saviour was born 
on Christmas day. To save us all from Satan's power, when we were gone astray. O tidings 
of comfort and joy.”   

God bless, Pastor John. 

There is no Playgroup, Sunday School, Kid’s 
Ignite and Youth Group during the school 

holidays. 
 

Creche will continue through the holidays. 

PRAYER & PRAISE POINTS 
Pray for the families of the two firefighters who tragically lost their lives in NSW this week. 
Continue to pray for firefighters and emergency services personnel as they continue to battle 
fires and risk their lives. 
 

Pray for Pam Scales, whose brother Keith died on Thursday. Give thanks that Pam and Brian 
were able to be with him before he passed away and that He is now at home with the Lord. 
 

Pray for Christmas services throughout our nation - that the gospel will be preached and that 
hearts will be changed. 
 

Pray for our church family who are travelling away for holidays. Pray for safe travel and re-
freshment. 
 

Pray that we will not grow weary of the wonder of Christmas and the joy of belonging to 
Christ. 

Pray for the Beach Mission - that there will be great connections made, the gospel 
shared and that the team will maintain their energy and enthusiasm throughout the 
week.  

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE & SUPPER  
It is on this Tuesday night starting at 6pm, followed by a free supper at 7pm. We will be 
singing carols and hearing the gospel message about how Jesus is better than Santa.     
Every child will get a free gift bag with a glow stick, the message of Christmas, toys and 
sweets. After the service, during the supper time, we will be putting up the jumping    
castle and handing out more gifts to the kids. Please invite your friends, neighbours and 
families along to this great time of celebration. 
 
While this is a great night for us it is also about us connecting with and serving our      
community. In this regard there are a number of ways you can help to make this a great 
night. For the supper it would be good if you can bring a sweet or savoury plate to share. 
If you are planning on bringing a plate could you please put your name on the list in the 
foyer. That way we know what food we need to buy as a church We will also need some 
help to set up before the service at 6pm. We need to have the jumping castle ready and 
the hall set up for supper. So if you are able to come a bit earlier that would be great. We 
may also need volunteers to help our greeters hand out the gift bags and usher people to 
their seats. After the supper (about 8pm) it would also be great to have some help to 
pack up.  

BEACH MISSION  
The Kids Summer Program (Coolum Konnexion) is running December 30th to  January 3rd 
in Lions Park. The team will be camping in the church hall and using it as their base during 
this time so please be aware of them if you are coming to the church during that time. 



 

NOTES 
"Christmas in three words" (Luke 2:1-24)  
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FINANCE - You may Direct Transfer your offering to  
BSB NO:     704-913  Acc:  400039335 (Internet banking transfers only)  

OFFICE : Phone: (07) 5446 1957      Email: cbbc@coolumbeachbaptist.com 
Address: PO Box 18 Coolum Beach  4573 (1912 David Low Way),  
Website: www.coolumbeachbaptist.com       ABN - 29 747 289 728 

 

                          Pastor John Gallagher    
Mobile: 0408 402 476   Email: johng@coolumbeachbaptist.com 

 

Children’s and Youth Pastor Harrison Gallagher  
               Mobile: 0401 195 722   Email: harrison.gallagher04@gmail.com   

ROSTER FOR NEXT WEEK… 29th December 

DUTY DOOR COUNTING 
BIBLE  

READING 
CRECHE CAFÉ 

Steve 
Annette, 
Jeanie & 
Steve* 

Steve & Brian 
S 

Matthew Maree & Gay 
Jenny, Gay & 

Anneli* 

ROSTER FOR 24th December 

DUTY DOOR COUNTING 
BIBLE  

READING 
CRECHE CAFÉ 

John G 
Tony, Mel & 

Ben 
Phil & Tony P  Mel NA NA 

22  
December 

2019 

9AM 
PASTOR HARRISON 

"Christmas in three words" (Luke 2:1-24)  


